THE CINERAMA DOME
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Built (in only 16 weeks!) in 1963, Pacific Theatres’ Cinerama Dome (now run by Arclight Cinemas) opened with the “single-strip Cinerama” production of “It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World”, and has been host to nearly four decades of premieres and blockbusters since then. Still under the ownership of Pacific Theatres, the first and largest theater of its kind in the world has been carefully refurbished and refreshed. The signature marquee and portico on Sunset Boulevard and the 316 hexagons in the geodesic dome have been restored to their original dramatic presence. The Dome still seats more than 800 guests per showing, and the historic loge seating which has been a favorite of moviegoers over the years has been maintained. Sight and Sound: The Dome’s unique size, shape and history both require and allow some interesting technical differences from the newer ArcLight cinemas. Kinoton projectors, JBL speakers and Dolby and SDDS sound systems are used as they are in the multiplex. But the Dome is also equipped with a different model projector (FP75E) plus DTS 6-channel sound allowing 70mm films to be screened. The Dome sound system has been further upgraded with 44 computer-placed surround speakers (where there were previously 8) and the acoustics have been complete-ly redeveloped, including the installation of sound absorbent materials in each of the hexagonal and pentagonal panels in the ceiling. The deeply curved (126 degree) screen has been replaced to its original size and shape – all 32 by 86 feet of it! - having provided 40 years of movie lovers with an exciting sense of being surrounded and becoming part of the moving picture. And the original three-portal projection booth has not only been retained, but very excitingly, now houses three restored Cinerama projectors. The Dome can now play 3-strip Cinerama with 7-channel Cinerama Stereophonic, 35mm Magnetic sound.   
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THE STORY OF HOW THE WEST WAS WON

How The West Was Won originally appeared as a seven-part series in Life magazine. It was a publishing sensation when it appeared, and was read by about 25,000,000 people. The rights to the series were purchased by Bing Crosby, who recorded a record album of pioneer-era songs based on the concept. Crosby saw the potential for a large-scale motion picture that would capture the sweep and spectacle of America’s westward expansion. He sold the rights to Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, and assigned his share of the potential profits to St. John’s Hospital in Santa Monica, California.
Filming the fully definitive story of the winning of the American West was one of the most demanding projects ever undertaken. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and Cinerama united to meet the challenge of filming a full-length drama in the remarkable Cinerama medium - a challenge that tested the ingenuity of artists and artisans and the full resources of both corporations. Former Cinerama techniques were improved and new and better ones were developed to prepare for filming the epic of the West.

Making How The West Was Won one of the first narrative films produced in the large-screen Cinerama format was no easy matter. Up until this time the Cinerama format had been used primarily for documentaries and travelogues, but How The West Was Won, with its awesome vistas and epic scope, proved to be a much bigger task.  The production brought together Hollywood's most experienced creators, craftsmen and technicians, utilizing each of thirty-eight specialized MGM departments representing 117 arts and professions and 253 skilled technical crafts. 

The story of How The West Was Won consists of five distinct episodes cleverly held by a single thread - the saga of a pioneering family which sets off down the Ohio River in the 1830's. There are two daughters, one of whom marries a trapper and settles down to farming, while the other finds her way to St. Louis, marries a gambler and eventually settles down to high life in San Francisco. The death of the first sister and the adventures of her son, first as a soldier in the Civil War, then as a frontier officer in the U. S. Cavalry and finally as a marshal in the rough, tough West carry the action through a span of 60 years. 

When the movie premiered in 1962 critics heralded How The West Was Won as a stunning breakthrough in motion picture entertainment, not only for its technical achievements, but also for its textured writing, skilled direction and larger-than-life performances. The film won three Academy Awards, and played for months at some venues.

After decades of absence from the movie theaters, new prints of How The West Was Won are now enjoying a comeback at a handful of restored Cinerama theaters like the Arclight Hollywood Dome. These theaters remain the best places to see the movie as it was meant to be seen (even the widescreen version of the DVD crops the height and width of the film to fit today’s modern formats). We hope you enjoy today’s performance of this classic motion picture.
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INTERESTING HOW THE WEST WAS WON FACTS

To reduce the filming time from years down to months, three of Hollywood's most renowned directors (John Ford, Henry Hathaway and George Marshall) and four veteran cinematographers worked closely and combined their special talents.

The period research for the film alone filled 87 volumes, which were cross indexed for easier reference. These included more than 10,000 photographs, paintings and sketches which became the source of authentic background information. 

Closeups were filmed at two or three feet, and in pre-production tests, it was discovered that the camera glaringly revealed such minute things as machine stitching on the costumes. So, each garment had to be remade and sewn by hand in the studio's wardrobe department.

There could be no substitute for the rough, uneven homespun materials worn by the pioneers. Thousands of yards of homespun fabric were purchased for the costume department from India, where the ancient art of handlooming was still in use. 

All the moccasins available in stores on Indian reservations around the nation were purchased for the production, but even these were not enough to supply the 1500 pairs used in this picture. Still more were handmade by Indian craftsmen on special order, and studio bootmakers turned out 2300 pairs of period shoes. 

Bit players and extras appearing in the film totaled 12,617. There were 630 horses, 150 mules and 50 head of oxen which were tended by 203 wranglers.  From reservations in South Dakota, Colorado and Utah, 350 Indians were recruited.  There were 107 Conestoga and trail wagons. 

It required more than two months for wranglers to corral the 2000 buffalo seen in the film's stampede scene, filmed in South Dakota.

Twenty thousand pounds of hay and 1000 pounds of grain were needed daily to feed the 600 horses used in the production. Thousands more pounds of feed were needed for buffalo and other stock used in the film.

Among the real Indians in the film are 81 year old Chief Weasel of the Oglalla tribe, a survivor of the Wounded Knee Massacre, who spent eight years with the Buffalo Bill Cody Show; and Red Cloud, who helped wipe out Custer's forces at Little Big Horn; and Ben Black Elk, a medicine man and the most photographed Indian in America at that time.

In 1963 the film received eight Academy Award nominations (including Best Picture), and won three awards - Best Story and Screenplay, Best Sound, and Best Film Editing
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CO-STARS OF HOW THE WEST WAS WON
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BRIGID BAZLEN
Dora Hawkins, pirate temptress
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WALTER BRENNAN
Colonel Hawkins, river pirate
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DAVID BRIAN
Van Valen family attorney
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ANDY DEVINE
Corporal Petersen, postman/soldier
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RAYMOND MASSEY
Abe Lincoln
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AGNES MOOREHEAD 
Rebecca Prescott, pioneer mother
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HENRY (Harry) MORGAN
General Ulysses S. Grant
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THELMA RITTER
Agatha Clegg, plainswoman
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MICKEY SHAUGHNESSY
Deputy marshal Stover
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RUSS TAMBLYN
young Confederate soldier
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WHAT IS CINERAMA?
It began with Fred Waller, an inventor who invented and developed what became the Cinerama camera over the course of fifteen years. The process involved three synchronized cameras mounted as one, with a single shutter.  These cameras have 27mm lenses, and are pointed at different angles to cover a field 146 degrees wide by 55 degrees high, approximating the scope of the human eye, the most perfect of all lenses.

In the theatre, three synchronized projectors throw the film on an ingenious curved louvered screen. The curved screen adds a dimension and helps create the final realistic effect. The louvers reduce reflection from one part of the curved screen onto the other parts.  The result is a gigantic image that figuratively wraps the world around a theatre seat and its occupant. 

Cinema-Sound, a seven track, seven channel system of almost perfect fidelity, was added to the three camera system. This made it possible to follow the action moving across the vast screen not only with the eyes but with the ears and the emotions as well.
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STARS OF HOW THE WEST WAS WON
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SPENCER TRACY
The Narrator

	
[image: image16.wmf] 


KARL MALDEN
Zebulon Prescott, a sod buster
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CARROLL BAKER
Eve Prescott, pioneer wife and mother
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JAMES STEWART
Linus Rawlings, mountain man
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DEBBIE REYNOLDS
Lillith Prescott, gambler's bride
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GREGORY PECK
Cleve van Valen, tinhorn gambler
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ROBERT PRESTON
Roger Morgan, wagonmaster
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JOHN WAYNE
General Sherman at Shiloh
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STARS OF HOW THE WEST WAS WON
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GEORGE PEPPARD
Zeb Rawlings, soldier-turned-lawman
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HENRY FONDA
Jethro Stuart, buffalo hunter
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RICHARD WIDMARK
Mike King, empire builder
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CAROLYN JONES
Julie, wife of a frontier lawman
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LEE J. COBB
Lew Ramsay,  frontier marshal


	[image: image28.jpg]



ELI WALLACH
Charley Gant, outlaw leader

	Additional stars of interest in How The West Was Won include:
Lee Van Cleef as a river pirate, Harry Dean Stanton as a Gant henchman, Kim Charney as Sam Prescott, and Ben Black Elk Sr. as an Arapaho chief.

WEBLINKS:

The Making of HTWWW:    http://www.daveswarbirds.com/HTWWW
Arclight Cinemas:                 http://www.arclightcinemas.com
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